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2. Status of Human Development in Arab countries
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1 According to the 2015 Global Human Development Report, out of 188
countries, Arab countries rank in the range between 32 (Qatar) and 168
(Djibouti).

5 of 22 Arab countries are classified among the “very high human
development”, and 5 among the “low human development”.

Very high Human development Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, UAE

High Human development Algeria, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Oman,
Tunisia

Medium Human development Egypt, Iraq, Morocco, Palestine, Syria

Low Human development Comoros, Djibouti, Mauritania, Sudan,
Yemen

*No HDI value for Somalia



...Status of HD in the Arab Region

Human
Development

Index

Income

Education

Health

Region witnessed limited shift in economic
structure;

Investments in health and education did not
translate into growth and productivity;
Private sector is weak and dependent on the
state (Economic advantage is restricted);

Promising progress in access to education;
Levels of attainment and achievement still
below world average;

Poor quality of the educational system;

Social and structural determinants have
significant impact on health;
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Evolution of the Share of Youth (15-29) in the total Population,

s, 1950-2050
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The Arab region has experienced the highest population growth rate in the past 50 years.
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Due to high fertility rates and declining infant mortality rates, the current
youth generation in the Arab world is historically the largest youth cohort.

In a region of 370 million:
* 60% of the population is below the age of 29
* 29% of the population is aged 15-29 years (105 million)
* 19% of the population is aged 15-24 years
* 51.5% of youth 15-29 currently lives in 4 countries:
Egypt 21.6%, Sudan 10.4%, Algeria 10.2% and Iraq 9.3%
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Youth in the Arab countries are increasingly living in urban areas...
1 81.9 % in Jordan
U 67.4 % in Tunisia
U 41.5 % in Egypt empoweredives

Resilient nations.
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The Arab region is one of the most urbanized regions in the world
(57% of the region’s 370 million residents live in cities)

Young Arabs growing up in slums and informal settlements, and are increasingly subject to
social exclusion, violence and pervasive poverty.

They are increasingly on the move in search of better opportunities due to:
= Lack of decent employment;
= Low wages;
= Conflict and political instability.

They are increasingly connected to the world through information technology:
= 67% Among people with Facebook accounts, 67% are youth aged 15-29.
= 59% get their news from online sources (vs. 24% from newspapers)
=  50%+ are active on twitter
=  46% read blogs / 18% have their own blogs



What do we know about Arab Youth (15-29 years)?

O Demography

O Health

L Transition to adulthood (‘Waithood’)

O Migration

L Connectivity

O Perceptions regarding:

* Challenges they face

Religion
Da’esh (ISIS)
Democracy
Gender equality
Migration
Employment
Adulthood
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Youth priorities for the post-2015 development agenda around issues

that would make the greatest difference to their lives

P
T
===

Empowered lives.
Resilient nations.

Better Job opportunities e E—————————————————— ] 33144
Affordable and nutritions food T TT————————— 150620
Protection against crime and violence ——————————— 137210
Support for people who can't work m———— 113128
Phone and internet access mEE————— 09532
Better transport and roads m——————— 90562
Reliable energy at home m——————— 70857

Action taken on climate change m————— 40614
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Volatile transitions post 2011

The economic situation
(poverty, unemployment,
and price increases)

Algeria
Egypt
Iraq
Jordan
Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya
Morocco
Palestine
Sudan
Tunisia
Yemen

Source: Arab Barometer 2012—-2014.
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Reasons for delayed adulthood, 2009
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Inequality of educational attainment

5o &

Simulated probabilities of 12—17-year-olds attending school and
reaching secondary level, by family background
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Ever attending school (%) Reaching secondary school (%0)

Most vulnerable  Most advantaged  Most vulnerable Most advantaged

Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl
Egypt 83 75 100 100 54 43 100 99
Iraq 38 24 100 100 8 3 94 96
Jordan 99 89 100 100 52 46 91 100
Palestine 81 66 100 99 25 31 92 93
Syria 91 79 100 100 17 10 93 96
Tunisia 100 95 100 100 41 30 100 99
Yemen 40 6 100 99 27 4 99 99

Source: Assaad, Salehi-Isfahani, and Hendy 2014.

Note: Predicted probabilities of ever entering school and reaching secondary school by synthetic backgrounds of rural,
illiterate parents, in lowest wealth quintile (most vulnerable); and urban parents with above secondary education in top
wealth quintile (most advantaged). Sample covers children 12—-17 years of age who live with their parents



Employment to population ratio, 2014 (modeled ILO estimate)
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Unemployment Rate (%), Female Youth (15-24 years)
(Twice that of male youth in the last 5 years)

60%

Empowered lives.
Resilient nations.

50%
40%
30%

W
20% W
10%

0%
1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

—e—Male  —®—Female  —#—Youth total Share of youth unemployed in total unemployed (%)

Source: Calculations based on ILO KILM database 2014.

21



Oil prices and regional growth intertwined
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68.5

Source: AHDR Report team calculations based on START 2015, SIPRI 2015, UCDP/PRIO 2015, UCDP 2015, UN DESA 2013, and UNRWA 2015.
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3.1 Conflict is Human Development in reverse

23



Arab countries most at risk of conflict have the largest populations in the region
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Source: AHDR Report team calculations based on UNDESA 2013 and UCDP/PRIO 2014.



Some Arab countries are withessing an absolute
collapse in human development outcomes
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Terrorist attacks and their victims in the Arab region vs. rest of the world,
2000-2014
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WHAT COULD BE DONE?
Development Model Fit 4 Youth
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Build a datab f poli
. drida a. abase o I.OO Y Expand the knowledge base
intervention strategies :
Expanding
Achieving capabilities:
peace and health care and
Build awareness and security good-quality
education

Collaborate on achieving the
Sustainable Development
Goals

Expanding
opportunities: Jobs
and voice

Develop the capacity of
civically engaged youth



The 17 Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and 169 related
targets address the most
important economic, social,
environmental and governance
challenges of our time.
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